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From SCHOOL to SHOP to SAVING MEMORABILIA, 
such is the exciting past and the exciting future of the little 
white frame building located in the center of Mishicot, 
snuggled close to the tall and stately, modern water tower. 
The residents of Mishicot have always sought quality 
education for their youth. The school district known as 
Mishicot Joint I was organized in the late 1940s. It is claimed 
that the school was among the first four organized in 
Manitowoc County. This early district included parts of the 
townships of Two Rivers and Gibson. The first school 
building for this locality was one shared with the Jambo 
Creek district in the township of Gibson. It was located about 
one and one-half miles northwest of the village. The voters of 
the district decided to erect a school building of their own 
because of the distance children had to travel. A small frame 
building was erected about 1848-49 on a site located on 
Cemetery Hill, just north of the gristmill, presently occupied 
by the Cenex Country Store. There are no written records of 
the size or cost of the building. The building also served as a 
church building for some of the early settlers. 

In 1873, this pioneer schoolhouse was abandoned and plans 
were made for constructing a new two-room frame building. 
Daniel Smith, founder of the Village of Mishicot and a 
generous lumber king, donated the site for the new school 
building. By a vote of 18 to 16, the voters of the area voted at 
a special school meeting in 1873 to build a two-room frame 
school house. They also decided to raise $500 by direct 
taxation and to borrow an additional $500 at 7% interest for a 
period of four years to cover the cost of the new structure. 
The building committee had John Mayer of Manitowoc draw 
plans for a schoolhouse 56 x 36 x 14 feet. Bids were 
advertised in the Manitowoc Pilot, which resulted 


in Fred Quisdorf, the lowest bidder, being awarded the 
contract. Much of the work, such as painting and decorating, 
was done by volunteer helpers. This building was easily 
heated by a wood burning unit. The unique bell tower at the 
top of the building housed the school bell. It is believed that 
the bell was brought to Mishicot by Daniel Smith from his 
former home in New York. Legend has it that it was salvaged 
from an engine that had been in a train wreck. A tale of a 
more “glamour” states that the bell was originally stolen from 
a train engine at Two Rivers. Several young men stole into 
Two Rivers one quiet evening and “borrowed” the bell for the 
new school. This they felt would save money and be their 
donation to the newly constructed school building. No one 
knows who the mischief makers were, however many have 
their guesses. However, the bell found its way to the school, 
it is a train engine bell. 

This school building served the school district for 32 years, 
until the members of the community felt that a larger facility 
was needed. In 1905, by a vote of 50 to 28, the two-room 
school house was replaced by a brick structure. The old 
frame building was moved to a plot, across the road and to 
the east of the original location and became the Mishicot 
Town Hall. Following the incorporation of the village, it 
became the government headquarters and was known as the 
Village Hall. When the Village Hall was moved to the bank 
building, the school building served the community as a 
village shop and storage area. Time moves on and with it 
comes change. This quaint little building is presently having 
a rebirth and again leaning toward education as it is being 
transformed into the location of the treasured memorabilia of 
this unique little community, Mishicot, Wisconsin. 


